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FY2017 IMPACT REPORT

Where Heart  meets Mission

Dear Friends and Dedicated Supporters,

We are pleased to share with you our 2017 Impact Report. We hope that it encourages you to become 

an even more active supporter of St. Jude House, a place where heart meets mission. It is because of 

YOU — our generous friends and donors — that we are able to do the work we do each and every 

day: helping survivors of domestic violence and their children to ultimately live lives free of violence 

and achieve self-su�ciency, breaking the cycle of abuse.

St. Jude House has been an anchor in the community for 22 years and has served nearly 12,000 

survivors of domestic violence. We look forward to continuing our mission of helping empower those 

who come to us in crisis and transforming lives through healing and hope. On behalf of all of us,  

we thank you for your kindness and support!

Sincerely,

Carol Highsmith  Linda Perez
Board Chair Director
Carol Highsmith Linda Perez
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PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

Crisis Intervention:  Round-the-clock crisis hotline for support, information and referral 365 days 
per year. 

Shelter:  A safe haven for victims of domestic violence and their dependent children.

Legal Advocacy:  Assists clients in �ling battery complaints and obtaining orders of protection.  
Provides support during legal proceedings as well as referrals to attorneys.

Case Management:  Helps clients with goal planning to enable them and their children to achieve 
self-su�ciency. Linkages to needed community services (e.g. employment services, educational 
opportunities, medical needs, counseling, child care, transportation, mainstream bene�ts and 
housing) are provided.  

Adult Services:  O�ers support groups to help victims understand the dynamics of domestic 
violence and work toward recovery and self-su�ciency.

Children’s Services:  LifeBuilder addresses the complex needs of children through advocacy and 
ongoing, age-appropriate group programming. It enables children to develop the self-reliance needed 
to address their life-long needs, not merely to treat the immediate symptoms of growing up in a 
violent home environment.  Statistics indicate that children who do grow up in a violent home are 
six times more likely to commit suicide; 50% more likely to abuse drugs or alcohol, and 74% more 
likely to commit a violent crime. �rough its intervention strategies, LifeBuilder helps to break the 
cycle of violence.   

Prevention Education and Community Awareness Outreach
Educational presentations on domestic violence; sexual assault; dating violence; healthy relationships; 
non-violent discipline techniques, and con�ict resolution are o�ered to schools, community groups, 
social service providers and churches.

IMPACT

FY2017 Statistics  

• Served 382 clients (198 adults and 184 children under age 18) 

 • Provided 8,829 nights of shelter

 • Responded to 1,248 calls on the crisis hotline

 • Provided 91 domestic violence education presentations to 3,583 participants

 • Conducted 82 domestic violence awareness activities in the community 

 • Secured 54 orders of protection for clients

 • 95% of clients did not immediately return to their abuser upon exit from the Shelter
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Deborah – Moving from Victim to Survivor
Deborah had been adopted as an infant. She learned that she had siblings and that she was the only 
child in this family that had been given up for adoption. As a teenager, she searched for and found 
her birth family. Wanting to re-connect, Deborah chose to live with them and foster the relationship 
that had been lost to her upon her adoption. Her life with her newly-found birth family did not 
last long. �e birth family was abusive and she experienced that abuse physically, verbally, and 
emotionally. 

To get away from this abusive environment, Deborah decided to move in with her boyfriend, 
who worked for the same employer as Deborah. Her boyfriend was a charming man well-liked by 
everyone. For three years Deborah remained with him. �ough home is supposed to be a sanctuary, 
Deborah found that it was, in her case, the most dangerous place of all. Her boyfriend was not the 
person their co-workers knew and liked so well. He constantly criticized and demeaned her and 
made deeply hurtful comments. He told her she could never do anything right and he got angry. 
When he got angry, he hit her, punched her and kicked her. �en one day he threatened her with 
a gun. Deborah, in fear for her life, �ed to Lake County, seeking help from family and friends. She 
was able to stay with them temporarily, but long-term accommodation was not a realistic option. 
Deborah had no idea where to turn and was on the verge of despair. She felt isolated, helpless and 
ashamed. Her life was unraveling before her eyes. Her former boyfriend could be looking for her. 
Deborah knew she had to do something to get help. A quick internet search led her to �nd St. Jude 
House. She called immediately and explained her situation. �e client advisor who took her call 
assured her that there was help and room for her.

St. Jude House was able to provide Deborah with shelter in its warm and homelike environment. 
Deborah felt safe and well taken care of. Pregnant at the time of �eeing her abuser, Deborah had 
not received any pre-natal care. At St. Jude House, her health issues were immediately addressed. 
�roughout her eight-week stay, she received pre-natal care from a registered nurse through St. 
Jude’s dynamic partnership with the Nurse-Family Partnership Program. �rough advocacy, case 
management and support groups, Deborah worked on her plan for self-su�ciency. She successfully 
met her goals and was able to secure permanent housing in another city. She left St. Jude House 
healthy and looking forward to the future. Because of the help she received at St. Jude House, 
Deborah was able to heal; become strong, and begin her life anew — away from her abuser.  
�e cycle of violence in Deborah’s life had been broken.

A client ’s story…
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ACHIEVEMENTS 

Safe House Bar & Grill in Crown Point 
was the �rst establishment to receive Raise 
the Bar Indiana training and certi�cation.  

Raise the Bar Indiana Initiative to 
Prevent Sexual Violence
St. Jude House has partnered with the 
Safe House Bar & Grill and Crown 
Brewing as part of Raise the Bar Indiana, 
a bystander intervention training 
program for alcohol-serving establishments. �e goal is to equip participants with information and 
tools needed to recognize the signs of victimization/assault and how to safely intervene on behalf 
of the victim. �e vision of Raise the Bar Indiana is to create safe environments for community 
members to meet and interact by addressing social norms of drinking behavior; the physical 
environment where drinking occurs, and appropriate actions to take when situations appear to be 
unsafe. St. Jude House has conducted training for sta� at each establishment to ensure the safety 
of their customers. Over time, St. Jude House will increase intervention trainings to include more 
establishments in the region.  
“We want to be as proactive as we possibly can within our community and do what it takes to train 
our sta� for the safety of our customers,” said Pete Dragojevic, owner of Safe House Bar and Grill in 
Crown Point and St. Jude House development board member. “We want our community to know 
that we are a safe environment and we will take steps to ensure that it continues to be.”

Legacy Foundation Grant Helps St. Jude House to Upgrade Technology
St. Jude House was incredibly fortunate to have been awarded a matching grant in the amount of 
$10,040 from the Lake County Community Fund of the Legacy Foundation to upgrade its technology 
and make Wi-Fi available throughout the facility.  �ese upgrades have been invaluable at St. Jude 
House: our adult clients are now able to create resumes on upgraded computers and search and apply 
for jobs online as well as get help with other needed resources. Children residing with their moms at St. 
Jude House can use the internet for homework assignments and school projects.

Prevention Education:  Preventing Abuse by Promoting Respect
A generous, two-year grant (FY16 and FY17) for $12,000 from the Geminus Foundation enabled St. 
Jude House to provide 26 age-appropriate educational presentations to 1,052 children in elementary 
and middle schools to help them understand the meaning of respect and its importance in healthy 
relationships. 
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Allstate Insurance Agents, Helping Hands in the Community
On July 13, 2016, 23 employees from area Allstate agencies spent the day at St. Jude House to help 
make improvements. Painting interior walls, yardwork and improving the children’s playground 
area were only a few of the accomplishments. In support of their employees’ service, the Allstate 
Foundation donated $23,000 to help fund general operating expenses of St. Jude House.  

Training Law Enforcement on Domestic Violence Lethality Assessment
St. Jude House sta� provided 25 domestic violence trainings to the Hobart, Schererville, Hammond, 
and East Chicago police departments and the Lake County Sheri�’s O�ce. �ese trainings allow 
them to be better prepared to handle and defuse incidents of domestic violence. St. Jude House 
has been working with the Indiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence and the Hobart Police 
Department to implement the Lethality Assessment, which gauges danger from domestic disputes 
and prevents homicides and suicides that might evolve from domestic disputes.  

Allstate Foundation Partners with St. Jude House to Promote Financial Empowerment
A leader in �nancial literacy, essential in helping clients achieve self-su�ciency, St. Jude House was 
awarded $20,000 in grant funding from the Allstate Foundation to develop, in conjunction with 
Lakeshore Media, a series of videos to promote �nancial empowerment and education for clients.  
Topics covered credit, credit repair, bank services, and insurance. As 99% of abusers control house-
hold �nances, clients need the educational information provided through these videos as they work 
toward self-su�ciency.  

First-Time Mom Program Provides Pre-Natal Care
St. Jude House has implemented a “First Time Mom” program for women in the Shelter who are 
pregnant with their �rst child through the Nurse-Family Partnership, a national, evidence-based 
community health project assisting low-income, �rst-time moms. A specially trained public health 
nurse comes to St. Jude House to see these �rst time moms to conduct monthly wellness checks.  
�e Partnership has been proven to improve pregnancy outcome, child health and development,  
and economic self-su�ciency.  
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ST. JUDE HOUSE BENEFITS FROM ANNUAL FIRST LOOK FOR CHARITY 
EVENT AT CHICAGO AUTO SHOW

 
John Vidal, vice-chair of the St. Jude House Board of Directors  
and his wife Pat enjoy the festivities at First Look for Charity.

On February 10, 2017, St. Jude House (as a ministry of the Franciscan  
Sisters of Chicago) was one of 18 Chicago-area charities invited to participate 
in this black tie, sneak preview of the Chicago Auto Show held at Chicago’s 
McCormick Place. �e general fund of St. Jude House received $33,212 from 
proceeds of ticket sales.

Mommy, Dolly & Me “Take Me to Neverland” Tea 

Mommy, Dolly & Me “Take Me to Neverland” Tea, held on 
April 8, 2017, was a wonderful experience for 98 little girls 
and their mothers, grandmothers, aunts, and cousins. �ey 
enjoyed meeting with our Pixie; learning to �y with fairy 
wings, and parading with their dolls to the tune of “�ank 
Heaven for Little Girls.” �is event raised more than $9,000 
in funds for St. Jude House.    

Candlelight Vigil Honors and Remembers  
Victims of Domestic Violence

�e 22nd annual St. Jude House Candlelight Vigil was 
held on September 25, 2016. Members of the community 
gathered to participate in the silent march around 
Courthouse Square to honor and remember the victims of 
domestic violence. “Sadly, hundreds of people pass away 
every year due to intimate partner violence. �is event is 
heartfelt and impactful as we remember all those lost in 
Indiana over the last year as a result of this senseless crime,” 
said Linda Perez, director of St. Jude House.

Comedian and WGN-TV sports anchor/reporter 
Pat Tomasulo stirs up laughs at the Stand Up for 

St. Jude House event on May 11.
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Karen E. Antink, Attorney-at-Law
Books-A-Million, Southlake Mall
Breyk-o� & Play & Crown Point High School �eatre
BunsCare, Northwest Indiana
ComForCare Home Care, Portage
Crown Brewing, Crown Point
Crown Point High School National Honor Society
Creative Solutionz, Hammond
edda taylor photographie, Crown Point
GFWC IFC ESO Regional Readers
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago & Associates
Jordan Family Chiropractic, Crown Point
NWI Service League
Progressive Dining Group
Safe House Bar & Grill, Crown Point
Suncrest Christian Church, St. John
TriCreek Lumber, Lowell
Madisyn Wimple, St. John
Youche Country Club, Crown Point

Ryan and Shayla Wimple with daughters  
Abigail, Madisyn and Avery along with  
Linda Perez, director of St. Jude House.

VOLUNTEER FUNDRAISING EVENTS
St. Jude House is grateful for the fundraising activities organized, facilitated and executed by 
volunteers in the community, dedicated to providing for the needs of families residing in the 
Shelter.

FY 2017 CORPORATE AND  
FOUNDATION PARTNERS
Geminus Corporation
Legacy Foundation
�e Allstate Foundation
Indiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence
Indiana Criminal Justice Institute
John W. Anderson Foundation
Medtronic Foundation
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago
Franciscan Ministries
Franciscan Community Bene�t Services
Lake Area United Way

MADISYN WIMPLE:  AN AMAZING EXAMPLE OF  
GIVING FROM THE HEART!
Madisyn Wimple, age 8, requested donations for St. Jude House families in lieu of gifts on her 
birthday! St. Jude House is grateful to Madisyn and her family for their generous support.  
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FINANCIALS

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Carol Highsmith, Chairman
John W. Vidal, Vice Chairman
Judy Amiano, President and CEO
Ronald Tinsley, Treasurer
Tracy Shearer, Secretary
Sr. Emilie Marie Lesniak, OSF
Linda Kiger
Karin Brown
David Dowling
Dr. Teresa Eineman

DEVELOPMENT BOARD MEMBERS

Karen E. Antink, Chair
Kelley L. Wotherspoon, Vice Chair
John Vidal, Treasurer
Mary Costello
Pete Dragojevic
Nicole Gruszka
Carol Highsmith
Roxanne Olejnik
Edda Taylor

Dave Walla

$274,853

$100,222

$144,419
$78,607

$75,000

$14,204

$244,901

Revenue	  and	  Other	  Sources

Government	   Grants

Private	  Foundations	   &	  Corporate	  
Grants

Contributions

Special	  Events

Franciscan	  Ministries	   Support

In	  Kind	  Donations

Investment	  Earnings

$610,660

$79,631

$148,875

$83,943

Expenditures

Adult	  Services

Children	   Services

Administration

Fundraising

*Franciscan Ministries provided $50,000 in funding and $25,000 in in-kind support to St. Jude House in FY 2017, 
demonstrating its ongoing dedication to its mission of serving those impacted by domestic violence.
**In 2006, the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago, in their commitment to helping women and children, established a 
$2.5m endowment for St. Jude House. �e amount of $244,901 is the investment earnings from the performance of 
the endowment.

Revenue and Other Sources

Expenditures

**

*

Government Grants
Private Foundations & Corporate Grants
Contributions
Special Events
Franciscan Ministries Support
In-Kind Donations
Investment Earnings

Adult Services
Children Services
Administration
Fundraising
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Words of wisdom 
from a child at ST. JUDE HOUSE

Thank You 

to all of our donors whose generosity and 
dedicated support help us to ful�ll our Mission 
every day! �e generosity of each of our donors 
is recognized by name on our website.

www.stjudehouse.org
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Did you know…?
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE STATISTICS

 • Every 9 seconds in the US a woman is assaulted or beaten.

 • Domestic violence is the leading cause of injury to women — 
  more than car accidents, muggings, and rapes combined.

 • Studies suggest that up to 10 million children witness some  
  form of domestic violence annually.

 • Nearly 1 in 5 teenage girls who have been in a relationship 
  said a boyfriend threatened violence or self-harm if presented  
  with a breakup.

 • Every day in the US, more than three women are murdered  
  by their husbands or boyfriends.

 • Ninety-two percent of women surveyed listed reducing  
  domestic violence and sexual assault as their top concern.

 • Domestic violence victims lose nearly 8 million days of paid  
  work per year in the US alone — the equivalent of 32,000  
  full-time jobs.

 • �e costs of intimate partner violence in the US alone exceed  
  $5.8 billion per year: $4.1 billion are for direct medical and  
  health care services, while productivity losses account for nearly  
  $1.8 billion.

 • Men who as children witnessed their parents’ domestic violence  
  were twice as likely to abuse their own wives as sons of  
  non-violent parents.



St. Jude House belongs to the family of Franciscan Communities and is 
sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago.

12490 Marshall St.  |  Crown Point, IN 46307
219.662.7066  |  Fax 219.662.7041

Crisis Line 800.254.1286
www.stjudehouse.org

St. Jude House is a family violence prevention center and shelter:  
our Mission is to celebrate life and serve with joy.

St. Jude House is a catalyst in Northwest Indiana for the prevention, 
education and awareness of domestic violence and sexual abuse, 
providing quality, compassionate and e�ective services to those 
impacted by abuse.

MISSION

VISION




