
St. Jude House belongs to the family of Franciscan Communities 
and is sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago.

12490 Marshall Street, Crown Point, IN 46307
(219) 662-7066 • Fax (219) 662-7041

Crisis Line (800) 254-1286

www.stjudehouse.org
www.franciscancommunities.com



Peace &Promise 
O N E D A Y A T A T I M E

ST. JUDE HOUSE
ANNUAL REPORT 2008



LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

OF THE BOARD AND THE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

During the past year, St. Jude House has 
been most fortunate to have you partner with
us to meet the multitude of challenges we face
as a service provider.  We have achieved many
things, and even in these current times of 
economic woes we have been able to continue
to serve at capacity and maintain quality 
care.  This is because of the outpouring of
community support that we receive.  

Let us take this moment to say thank you.
Thank you for your trust and help to assist
those most in need.  We know that our 
values guide us and share with you how 
we carry out our mission.  

We also share with you a motivation rooted in
hope.  Despite daily news accounts of family
violence and sexual assault, we have hope.  
We share this hope with all stakeholders in 
St. Jude House.  We envision a time when 
all of our prevention efforts have ended 
the generational cycle of violence in our 
community.  This will be a time where all
children are nurtured and live in a stable
environment.  We see a future filled with
promise; where healthy relationships thrive
and self-assured women and men give and
receive respect.  In this vision, we see that 
all people are free to experience the fullness 
of their lives.



There is much work to be done.  
We remain vigilant in heeding this call and
know it is due to the unwavering support of
individuals, businesses and organizations in
our community that we are able to continue
on this path of service.  

May we have faith in the power of what 
we accomplish together. 

Peace and Blessings,

SR. DIANE MARIE COLLINS, OSF
Chairman of the Board

MARY E. GOVERT

Executive Director



NEW BEGINNINGS FOR ADULTS
New Beginnings is a comprehensive program 
for adult victims of domestic violence.  The program
assists victims through all phases of their recovery 
journey that leads away from abuse.  The program
includes several specialized services that empower the
victim to achieve self-sufficiency and become free of
abusive relationships.  In fiscal year 2008, the Adult
Services staff provided 3,076 individualized case 
management services to 164 clients and 220 hours 
of domestic violence education to 163 clients.  
In addition to programmatic services, clients are 
provided with emergency shelter.  In 2008, a total 
of 7,650 shelter nights were provided to domestic 
violence victims and their children.

LIFE BUILDER PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN
The Life Builder program provides comprehensive 
services to children up to age 18.  The program aims 
to decrease emotional distress, reduce violent behavior
and equips children with critical life skills by providing
crisis intervention and teaching non-violent alternatives.
Focusing specifically on a child’s unique needs 
represents our commitment to ending the generational
cycle of violence.  In fiscal year 2008, the Children’s
Department staff provided more than 202 hours of 
one-on-one domestic violence education to 
113 children.



LEGAL ADVOCACY
The Legal Advocacy program provides victims with 
information about the criminal justice system and how 
to seek protection through the legal system.  The Legal
Advocate assists clients with obtaining protective orders
and police reports, applying for violent crime victim
compensation, court accompaniment and pro-bono 
attorney referrals.  In 2008, we provided 150 clients 
with 158 hours of legal advocacy services.

GROUP SERVICES
Services provided through our group sessions help 
adult victims address a variety of domestic violence and
sexual assault issues.  Group services provide information
for survivors of domestic violence and help victims
understand the dynamics of abuse.  The group also
focuses on issues caused from the trauma of abuse, rape

and/or sexual assault and provides tools for achieving 
self-sufficiency. In fiscal year 2008, we provided 
862 hours of group services to 130 clients.

CRISIS INTERVENTION
Our 24-hour crisis line provides support to victims of
domestic violence or sexual assault who may be in 
imminent danger. Victims’ needs range from locating
immediate shelter to finding support and information.
Our trained associates and volunteers are the 
compassionate voice for a caller in need of empathy,
understanding and help. A total of 710 crisis calls 
were received during fiscal year 2008.



SEXUAL ASSAULT SERVICES
Many survivors of domestic violence are also survivors 
of sexual assault, rape, child molestation or incest.  
Our Sexual Assault department offers men, women 
and children support, education and advocacy through
their healing process.  Our 24-hour Rape Response Team
provides immediate support to rape victims during the
evidence collection process at local emergency rooms.  

HOW YOUR GIFTS MAKE A DIFFERENCE
In addition to providing the comprehensive services 
listed above, St. Jude House employs a data collection
system that measures each client’s progress during their
stay.  Measures include a case management tool that
tracks a victim’s successes as well as an exit evaluation 
that records where the victim goes immediately after 
leaving shelter.  Data analysis for fiscal year 2008 
indicates that a majority of our clients enter the shelter 
in a vulnerable state and steadily progress to a state of 
stability by the time of exit.  Analysis also reveals that 
of the 188 clients who exited our shelter during fiscal
year 2008, 94% of those clients did not immediately 
reconcile with their abusers.

SOCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY
All services provided at St. Jude House are free of charge
to victims regardless of race, color, religion, gender,
national origin, age, disability or other status applicable
by law.  In fiscal year 2008, we provided $1,060,143 in
services to 240 adults and 200 children.



SUMMARY OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS
FISCAL YEAR 2008

St. Jude House is proud of the high standards that 
are maintained by the diligent efforts of its talented staff,
dedicated volunteers and the board of directors.  Those
standards place certain demands on the way resources 
are utilized and the manner in which families are assisted
every day of the year.  In addition, the standards also
result in better outcomes for the adults and children 
who seek services at St. Jude House.

United Way
3.14%

Private Grants
8.06%

Franciscan Sisters
of Chicago Service

Corporation
26.82%

Special Events
20.11%

Government Grants
19.63%

Franciscan Sisters
of Chicago

Endowment Earnings
9.08% 

Contributions
13.51%

TOTAL REVENUE
Dollars in Thousands 

Total $1,211,881

TOTAL EXPENSES
Total $1,242,997

Fund Raising
3.36%

Administration
and Support

11.35%

Sexual Assault
Services
1.58%

Children’s Services
15.01%

Adult Client Services
68.70%



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
FISCAL YEAR 2008

MAJOR CONTRIBUTORS

v FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF CHICAGO

v FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF CHICAGO SERVICE CORPORATION

v JOHN W. ANDERSON FOUNDATION

v THE DON & ALICE BURRELL FAMILY FOUNDATION

$50,000 – $10,000 
v JP MORGAN CHASE

v LAKE AREA UNITED WAY

v MEMORIAL CHARITIES, Crown Point Community Foundation
v WHITECO INDUSTRIES, INC.
v TOM RUSSELL CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

v ARGOSY CASINO & HOTEL

v THE DEAN AND BARBARA WHITE FOUNDATION

v EDDA TAYLOR PHOTOGRAPHIE

v POWERSOURCE TRANSPORTATION, INC.
v ST. MARY’S MEN’S CLUB

v SKIP “A.E.” BAKOS

v BERGLUND CONSTRUCTION

COMPANY

v BP FABRIC OF AMERICA

FUND

v CATHOLIC ORDER

OF FORESTERS

v CATHOLIC ORDER OF

FORESTERS MATCHING FUND

v CITIZENS SAVINGS

FOUNDATION

v FAITH CHURCH-Dyer and
Cedar Lake 

v FIRST UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH OF CROWN POINT

v FARMER’S STEAK

HOUSE/PONDEROSA

CUSTOMERS

v GOUGH, INC.

v DAVID GALLERS & ANGELE

ZEBLEY-GALLERS

v PHILLIP & MARY GOVERT

v INDIANA COALITION

AGAINST SEXUAL ASSAULT

v KM&N PROPERTIES, LLC
v RONALD & BARBARA MAINE

v PARK RIDGE INDIAN SCOUTS

v GARY & CHARLEEN REUSZE

v SHELTER ALLIANCE

v SHIRER INSURANCE SERVICES

v JANET SISLER

v STRACK & VAN TIL

SUPERMARKETS

v SUPERIOR COURT OF LAKE

COUNTY

v RENE & LINAR VENEGAS

v JOHN W. VIDAL & PATRICIA

HOGAN-VIDAL

v LGS PLUMBING, INC.

$9,999 – $5,000 

$4,999 – $3,000  

$2,999 – $1,000 

$999 – $500 
v ALLSTATE GIVING CAMPAIGN

v AMERICAN LEGION POST 66
v HERMAN BARBER, ATTORNEY

AT LAW

v LINDA & JEROLD BUISHAS

v CROWN POINT LIONS CLUB

v CROWN POINT ROTARY

CLUB

v DEUTSCHE BANK AMERICAS

FOUNDATION

v ANN & EDDY DIXON

v PAMELA DOHERTY



v HANOVER CENTRAL KEY

CLUB

v HOLY SHEPHERD LUTHERAN

CHURCH

v KAPPA KAPPA KAPPA-GAMMA

THETA CHAPTER

v KENNETH & LANA MUIR

v THOMAS J. MULLINS

v NORTHERN INDIANA

APARTMENT COUNCIL

v REGIONAL STREETERS OF

INDIANA CAR CLUB

v ST. JAMES PARISH

v ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH

OF CHRIST

v ST. MICHAEL’S CHAPTER OF

ST. NICHOLAS APOSTOLATE

v STATE EMPLOYEES’
COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN

v HENRY CRAIG SUTTON

v REBECCA SWITZER

v UNITED STATES STEEL

CORPORATION

v WALMART FOUNDATION

v STEVE & NANCY

WUITSCHICK

v HELEN BIZIK

v PAM CUNNINGHAM

v KAY DOMORAS

v DELIGHT DOMSICH

v ERIC FORSTER

v CHARLENE GOUWENS

v SUE GUMAK

v GUNTER HOTHAUSEN

v SCOTT HUDDLESTON

v NICHOLAS KALAMIR

v LUCILLE KERTIS

v PAUL MANONI

v ROBERT MILLS

v VELMA MOSS

v PHIL PICKFORD

v MATTHEW RADENCIC, SR.
v REGINA RAYNOR

v ELMER RIECK

v MARGARET SHEMA

v EILEEN SPRINGER

v MARY STAZINSKI

v ANGELA SUTTON

v PAT TAFLINGER

v PEG TEICHMAN

v TERRY VAN SLYKE

v DAN ZALE

v PEARL ZMICH

v DON BURRELL

v MARY E. GOVERT

v BISHOP DALE J. MELCZEK

v THOMAS K. PRINDABLE

IN HONOR

v NIPSCO- NORTHERN INDIANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY

$999 – $500          continued

SUPPORT THROUGH FIRST LOOK FOR
CHARITY CHICAGO AUTO SHOW-$5,000

IN MEMORY

v ALLIANCE FOR A DRUG FREE
LAKE COUNTY

v FAMILY AND SOCIAL SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION
Domestic Violence Prevention and
Treatment Grant
Federal Family Violence Grant
Sexual Offense Services Grant
Social Services Block Grant

v FEDERAL EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT AGENCY

v INDIANA CRIMINAL JUSTICE
INSTITUTE
S.T.O.P. Violence Against Women Grant
VOCA-Victims of Crime Act Grant

v INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION
Child and Adult Care Food Program

v INDIANA HOUSING AND
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY
Emergency Shelter Grant

FEDERAL AND STATE GRANTS FISCAL YEAR 2008
St. Jude House was the recipient of grants awarded from the following:



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SR. DIANE MARIE COLLINS, OSF, Chairman 

RONALD MAINE, Vice Chairman
KRISTEN STASH, Treasurer
TRACY SHEARER, Secretary

JANET SISLER, President
MARY GOVERT

TRACY MCMAHON

CAROL HIGHSMITH

KENNETH FLANAGAN, PH.D.
PEARLETTE SPRINGER

DR. JOSEPH KOVACH

HERMAN BARBER

DEVELOPMENT BOARD MEMBERS
TRACY MCMAHON
CHAIR

Second Vice President/
Banking Center Manager
Citizens Financial Bank

CAROL HIGHSMITH
VICE-CHAIR

Senior Partner
Centier Bank

KRISTEN STASH
TREASURER

Director of Finance
St. Jude House

AMY STEPANEK
SECRETARY

Manager of Development
St. Jude House

SHARON BENNETT
Lieutenant, Lake County
Sheriff ’s Department

WILLIAM EATON
Master Photographer

MARY GOVERT
Executive Director
St. Jude House

DIANA HEATH

Pacesetters Coordinator
Harris Bank

JOY HEMINGER
Community Awareness
Director
St. Jude House

SENATOR
SUE LANDSKE
Indiana State Senator

JENNIFER MOENCH

Corporate Affairs Manager
NiSource

WILLIAM PUTZ

President
Trinity Corporation/
Tri-County Realty

DAWN SIEGEL

Account Executive
The Wedding Shoppe, 
NWI

JACKIE SWIKE
Radio News Anchor/
Reporter

EDDA TAYLOR

President/Owner
Edda Taylor Photographie

JOHN VIDAL

Financial Advisor
Ameriprise Financial
Services, Inc.



OUR MISSION

To honor the dignity of life by serving 
as a compassionate community

OUR VALUES

RESPECT
Seeing the face of God 

reflected in those we serve

SERVICE
Responding to the needs 
of others before our own

DEDICATION
Passionately fulfilling 

this call entrusted to us

STEWARDSHIP
Responsibly using our resources; 
aware that all creation is a gift

JOY

Giving from your heart

OUR VISION

To become the optimal means 
which frees all those we serve 

to experience the fullness of their lives


