
Celebrating 10 Years
Although it seems impossible, St. Jude House will celebrate ten

years of service to the community in 2005.  It was in November,
1995 that families were welcomed to our facility for the first time.
Since then, the organization has grown and services have expanded
to accommodate the needs of the adults and children who come
here for assistance.  

Since the inception of St. Jude House, the goal has been to
establish and maintain the very highest standards possible for a
facility that offers services primarily to families that have
experienced violence severe enough to drive them from their
homes.  Although the building was designed to house 30 people at
one time, the ongoing need for a safe place by many victims has
demanded that we sometimes need to make room for additional
people who are in dangerous situations and need immediate help.

The majority of clients who seek temporary shelter are victims
of domestic violence; however, 34% of those who need assistance
have experienced sexual assault.  For rape victims, St. Jude House
responds with a rape response team.  Trained volunteers are called
to emergency rooms and/or police stations to offer emotional
support and to make victims aware of existing services available in
the community.  Some of those services include legal information,
therapeutic help, and temporary, safe housing.

In addition to treatment services, our organization is dedicated
to increasing efforts to educate the public and to focus on
preventing domestic violence and sexual assault before the problems
begin.  Outreach to the community is vitally important if we are to
change attitudes and behaviors.  Getting the message out that
violence in any form is unacceptable is an important goal, and one
that must be targeted especially to children.

At St. Jude House we look to the community for support, both
financial and through volunteerism.  We know that much of our
success during the past ten years is due to tremendous support from
a community that has learned to recognize that domestic violence
and sexual assault do occur, even in the best of communities.
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Letter from the Executive Director & Board Chairman
Dear Friends,

There is probably no other time of year that is as anticipated as spring.  Seeing new growth all around us in flowers, trees, birds, and young
animals is something to look forward to all during the cold, gray days of winter.  Although it’s natural to envy those who live in a warm
climate year around, I wouldn’t trade this part of the country with anyone, because the promise of spring and summer is such a delight.

This year brings a new joy for us at St. Jude House.  We are preparing to celebrate ten years of service to the community.  Ten years is a
wonderful milestone for an organization that began as the only one of its kind in South Lake County.  We welcomed our first clients who
were victims of domestic violence in November, 1995.  Since that first day, we have assisted nearly 6000 victims with safe, temporary shelter
at a time in their lives when they most needed compassion and understanding to deal with traumatic events that had occurred to them.

The need for victim assistance has not lessened; in fact, St. Jude House is at capacity or near capacity 86% of the time.  Our full beds
remind us constantly of the continued need for funding to support the ongoing requirements of clients.  A full continuum of services
includes legal assistance, education, support groups, links to community agencies, transportation, and planning for the future.  Each adult
and child who stays at St. Jude House is offered a full range of services which hopefully will play an important role in breaking the cycle of
abuse in their lives.

We are so grateful to the surrounding communities that help us each day with our many needs.  We also appreciate our volunteers who serve
as unpaid staff and who donate many hours to a large variety of tasks that need done.  I want each member of the staff, each volunteer, and
every organization that assists us financially and through in-kind gifts to know that we simply could not do what we must do without your
help.  Please accept my heartfelt thanks for ensuring that the past ten years have been incredibly successful for St. Jude House.  

Sincerely, Sincerely,

Sister Diane Marie Collins Mary E. Govert
General Minister of Franciscan Sisters of Chicago Executive Director
Chairman of St. Jude House Board

TWO VOLUNTEERS SHARE “VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR” AWARD
St. Jude House is happy to announce that two of its most productive and busiest volunteers have been named as Volunteers

of the Year for 2004.  Lois Grzych and Gene Bissing, who have been volunteers for a combined twelve years of service, share the
honor of Volunteers of the Year for their outstanding service with the Used Cell Phone Project.  Lois and Gene collect and sort
the cell phones for two purposes:  some phones are given to victims of abuse, who can use the phones to call 911 in an
emergency.  In addition, St. Jude House receives a donation for each cell phone that is contributed to the national cell phone
project.  To date, this project has raised more than $8,000, which supports programming for families at our facility.

INVITATION TO THE PARADE OF HOMES AND THE NWI HOUSE RAFFLE
Everyone is cordially invited to attend this year’s Parade of Homes, which will take place from June 18 to June 26 at Feather

Rock, which is located just south of St. Jude House on Marshall Street in Crown Point.

Beautiful new homes, including the 2005 raffle house, will be open for your viewing during the hours of 12:00 – 6:00 p.m.
weekends and 12:00 – 8:00 p.m. weekdays.  This is a great opportunity to see brand new homes decorated for this special event
and to tour “The Stone Haven,” which will be raffled off on July 22.  This lovely home, valued at $440,000, features 2700 square
feet of wonderful living space, with a large master suite, custom kitchen cabinets with granite countertops, a 2-sided see-through
stone fireplace and a maintenance-free cultured stone and vinyl siding exterior.  

If you have not yet purchased your ticket for $150.00, pick one up at the Parade of Homes or call the raffle hotline at (888)
663-5810.  All entries purchased by June 26 will be entered in an incentive raffle, which features a new 42” Samsung Plasma Flat
Screen TV valued at $2000.00.  Shares purchased at participating bank outlets must be bought by June 22 in order to be included
in the incentive drawing, which will take place June 29.   

The House Raffle will begin at 10:00 a.m. on July 22 at the Marian Education Center at St. Anthony Hospital.  It is always an
exciting event, as 75 prizes are awarded then, including a cash prize of $25,000.  We hope you will join us for this year’s House
Raffle – always a standing-room-only event.
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Memorial Gift Provides Funds For Redecorating
The Group Room at St. Jude House is looking fresher, brighter, and much more inviting these days.  A recent gift in the

amount of $13,500 was presented in memory of Mary Anne Hannah by her husband, Glen, and the Visiting Nurse Foundation.
Mr. and Mrs. Hannah, long-time supporters of the VNF, presented a donation to their favorite charity and VNF officials then
selected the organizations that would benefit from the donation.

A TRIBUTE TO
VOLUNTEERS EVERYWHERE
Many will be shocked to find,
When the day of judgment nears,
That there’s a special place in heaven
Set aside for volunteers.

Furnished with big recliners,
Satin couches and footstools;
Where there’s no committee chairman,
No group leaders or carpools.

No eager team that needs a coach,
No bazaar and no bake sale;
There will be nothing to staple,
Not one thing to fold or mail.

Telephone lists will be outlawed,
But a finger snap will bring
Cool drinks and gourmet dinners
And rare feasts fit for a king.

You ask, “Who will serve these privileged few
And work for all they’re worth?”
Why, all those who reaped the benefit and
NOT ONCE VOLUNTEERED ON EARTH!

Visiting Nurse Foundation (VNF) Award to St. Jude House.
Pictured left to right: Mary Govert, Executive Director, St. Jude House;

Joyce Nutt, President, VNF; Glen Hannah, husband of Mary Anne
Hannah, deceased.

WHAT IS ST. JUDE HOUSE? 
St. Jude House was constructed in 1995 to offer safe, emergency shelter for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault

and their dependent children.  Since opening its doors ten years ago, more than 5800 women, men, and children have been
offered an environment that nurtures victims and encourages growth through compassionate and respectful services.

Our facility was designed to accommodate 30 residents at one time, but the ongoing need for a safe place by many victims
has demanded that we sometimes house more than 30.  The length of stay is approximately 45 days, with a typical stay lasting
about 18 days.

The staff at St. Jude House strives to create and provide services that are innovative and effective for the adults and children
who are recovering from traumatic experiences.  Support groups are available for residential and non-residential adult clients and
children, and currently St. Jude House offers the only support group for mothers of sexually abused children.

For victims of sexual assault, St. Jude House responds with a rape response team.  Trained volunteers are called to emergency
rooms and/or police stations to offer assistance and comfort to those who have been sexually assaulted.  Victims are made aware
of existing services available in the community, including legal information, therapeutic help, and temporary, safe housing.

In addition to treatment services, our organization is dedicated to increasing efforts to educate the public and to focus on
preventing domestic violence and sexual assault before they occur.  Outreach to the community is extremely important if we are to
change attitudes and behaviors.  Getting the message that violence in any form is unacceptable is an important goal, and the target
audience for this message is children.
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Mother, Daughter, Doll Event a Huge Success
This year’s Mother, Daughter, & Doll Spring Luncheon was, by any definition a

wonderful event that was attended by more than 450 moms, sisters, aunts, daughters,
friends, and one adorable little boy. The sold-out event was held April 9 at Avalon

Manor in Merrillville.

Guests were welcomed to tables that were
decorated in a spring theme, with centerpieces
designed around watering cans filled with fresh ivy.
Pastel napkins added a colorful, spring touch to the
inviting tables.

Adults and children enjoyed the delicious lunch,
which was followed by raffles, a silent auction, and the
highlight of the afternoon – announcing the winners
of the various raffles. Judith Kovalcik was the lucky
winner of the beautiful, handmade quilt that was
designed and sewn by Karen Antink, a Crown Point
attorney and a volunteer at St. Jude House. The quilt
featured a garden theme, with colorful appliqués of
birds, blossoms, and animals found in the garden.

Raffles of American Girl dolls and other auction
items were offered during the afternoon,
along with a ballet performance by the
Indiana Ballet Theatre Northwest and
photographs of family groups taken by
Edda Taylor and Bill Eaton, both master
photographers.

If you were not able to attend this
year’s luncheon, mark your calendar now
for next year’s event, which will be held
April 29 at Avalon Manor. We hope to

see you there.

Winner of “Molly” Doll
Gabriella Ramirez

A Happy Winner at the Mother,
Daughter, & Doll Luncheon

Mother, Daughter, & Doll
Luncheon - April 9, 2005

Abby Henry, Caroline Doolin, & Alex Henry

Winner of Quilt Raffle - left to right: 
Karen Antink, Kate Kovalcik, Judith Kovalcik Mother, Daughter, & Doll Luncheon - April 9, 2005
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OUR DONORS – THE
GENEROUS PEOPLE
WHO SUPPORT US

The following donors provided
monetary gifts to St. Jude House
during the months of February,
March and April, 2005.

$10,000 and Over
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

Service Corporation
Lake Area United Way

$5,000 to $9,999.99
Emile A. Semm Estate
White Family Foundation

$2,500.00 to $4,999.99
Crown Point Associate Chapter
$1,000.00 to $2,499.99
Crown Point Community

Foundation
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago
Mittal Steel USA-IHW
New Hope Church
Shelter Alliance
Valparaiso University
Webb Ford

$500.00 to $999.99
American Legion Post 66
Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc.,

Zeta Psi Chapter
Longaberger Foundation
Tower Show Productions
United Way of Metropolitan

Chicago

$250.00 to $499.99
Highland Senior High School
Hobart Tri Kappa
Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc.,

Epsilon Zeta Chapter
Maurices Incorporated
Ole Mexican Grill
Puntillo Orthodontics
Superior Court of Lake County
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

$0.00 to $249.99
Addolorata Villa
Allstate Giving Campaign
Rosa Arambula
M. Barajas
Bishop Noll Circle #359
William Boughey
CPC Presbyterian Women
DeMotte State Bank
Bob Fatke
Carl Govert
Amy Henderson
Ida Hey
Josephone Jusko
Knights of Columbus, Indiana

Council
Deborah Keelan

Lawrence Kolarczyk
Lowell Zeta Chi Chapter of

Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc.
Merrillville Community

School Corp.
Merrillville United Methodist

Church
Charlotte Meyer
Elaine Mulford
NIPSCO, Inc.
Anne Pridala
Anthony Pisello
Zanna Noe
Mary Root
James Saksa
April Schaefer
Florence Slawinski
St. Jude House Employees
State Employees Community

Camp 
Jackie Swike
Thoroughbred Technologies
United Way of Metropolitan

Chicago
Mr. & Mrs. James Vagenas
Wal-Mart Foundation
Kenneth & Elizabeth Walker

Gifts Were Given in Memory of:

Fay Bikos
Nancy Haley
Elmer J. Jusko
George Koval
Suzanne Zehme

In-Kind Donors For February,
March, & April, 2005

Lisa Anderson
Andrean Student Activities
Avalon Manor
AVMRA of Indiana
Teresa Baker
Liane Banks
Tiffany Barfuss
Chris Barnard
Becky Barrick
Amber Barsic
Beaverton Church of God –

Quiltmakers
Larry & Joyce Beishline
Dan & Paula Bencie
Elaine Berrones
Rebecca Bewick
Big Lots
Michele Bogdan
Bret A. Bologna, DDS PC
Deanna Bono
Brooke Boroughs
Catherine Bradshaw
Anna Brandau
Kelly Braun
Jan Britton
Kenneth Brown
Judy Buchholz
Joyce Buzinski

Christ Presbyterian Church
Virginia Christopher
Betty Cooper
Bob Cornell
Covenant Presbyterian

Church, Hammond
Lynne Cox
Eva Crance
Crown Point Christian School
Crown Point High School

Cafeteria
Crown Point Moose
Cub Scout Pack #48
Cub Scout Pack #7
Curves For Women
Terese Cvistea
Mary Lou DeLong
Angela Delaurentis
George Deliopsulos
Gloria DenHartog 
Doreen Depalmo
Julie Dernulc 
Lucy Devine
Jeff Diaz
Kim Doolin
Drifting Dunes Girl Scouts

Council, Inc.
Debra DuBord
Rusty Durbin
Theresa Ek
Trudi Ellison
Raul Enriquez
Robert Erickson
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Fairchild
Richard Fath
Patricia Feerst
Debbie Fiegle
First Presbyterian Church of

Crown Point
First United Methodist Church
Tammy Forbes
Mary Franklin
Dale Furmanski
Evelyn Garas
Rosalind Gassel
Dinah L. Gibson
Susan Gibson
Girl Scout Troop #218-42
Girl Scout Troop #243
Girl Scout Troop #242
Laura Gramhofer
Freda Grant
Steven Guch
Gail Hardin
Jeremy & Cindy Harris
Sharon Haynes
Nancy Heiligstedt
Amy Henderson
Heritage Quilt Guild
Robert Hillyard
Blanche Hoener
Vicki Hoernig
Monica Hoffman
Holy Name 
Holy Spirit Church
B.J. & Kay Hubbard
Atty. Stephen & JoAnne

Hubbell
Helen Ignas
IUN Art Club
Jewel Foods
Frieda Johnson
Shawn Jones
Charlotte Jorgensen
Eric Jostes
Junior Optimist Club
Just Like New
Karen Justak
Michael Kapitan
Danielle Klein
Rose Kleine
Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus of

Crown Point
Knights of Columbus,

Cardinal Stritch Council 4620
Diane Komasinski
Sharon Koziatek
Michael & Mary Kozlowski
Donna Krahn
Susan Kujawski
Victoria Kulovic
Kum Join Us Klass
Mindy Kusbel
Anne Kutka
Nancy Larson
Laurette Beta Kappa Sorority
Lion’s Club
Charles Lochte
Roxann Lucas
Blossom Mabon
Mary Macias
Gerard Manzo
Robin May
Connie McConnell
Peter J. McGuire, Jr.
Kathy McKinney
Marlene S. McMahan
Meals On Wheels of N.W.I.,

Inc.
Medical Office Managers

Group
Diane Melton
Brenda Meyers
Midland Quilters
Chris Mikuly
Donna Miller
Mike & Tammy Miller
Patricia Miller
Judith Mitchell
Judith Morrow
Robert Murray
Rebekah & Sophia Muta
Sherri Neff
Jennifer Nelson
Nest Crown Point Home 
Eleanor & Ray Nichels
Lylli Noonan
Northern Indiana Arts Assoc.
Old Mill Decorative Painters
Pamela Orr
Hector & Mary Ortiz
Amanda Parker
Gloria Pastoszak

John & Jennifer Peters
Sandy Piech
Dina Pierce
Prudential Partners
Purdue University Calumet
Ruth Rafacz
Patricia Reid
Terri Richards
Joyce Rodriguez
Lori Russo
Doris Salinski
Sand Ridge Bank
Carley Scheidt
Gina Scheidt
Schererville Police Department
Blanche Schmid
Susan Shelley
Paula Shrum
Francine Sienko
Mary Smith
Chip Sober
Shannon Sobolewski
Cara Solness
Orenda South
St. James Parish
St. James the Less
Brent & Kristen Stash
Jeff Steinke
Eileen Stewart
Robert & Mary Stratton
Lennese Sunde
Superior Court of Lake

County
Stephanie Szewczyk
Taft Middle School
Taft Middle School National

Junior Honor Society
Mary Tellez
Rick Thomas
Kathleen Tomera
Town & Country Christian

Church
United ANCO
Craig & Kami VanProoyen
Elise Vansenus
Marisa Vanvolkendorgh
Kelly Vanegas
Phyllis & Steve Vician
Victoria Waclawek
Nancy Wagener
John & Connie Wachala
Michelle Weaver
Bill Wegman
Alan & Patricia Wesley
Lorraine West
Debbie White
White Hawk Country Club
White Hawk Townhomes

Social Club
Herbert Whitehead
Wilcox Chapter Children of

the American Revolution
Mary Ann Wilczynski
Youche Country Club

We would like to hear from you...
IF YOU ARE RECEIVING MORE THAN ONE COPY OF OUR NEWSLETTER OR IF YOU HAVE CREATIVE SUGGESTIONS

OR COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT US AT: The Spirit, St. Jude House  - Attn: Joy Heminger, Editor
12490 Marshall St. • Crown Point, IN 46307-4856

(219) 662-7066 • email: jheminger@franciscancommunities.com



12490 Marshall Street
Crown Point, IN 46307-4856

The Spirit is published quarterly 
by St. Jude House for the friends, donors,
volunteers, board members, and employees

who support our mission.

NON-PROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
CROWN POINT, IN

46307

PERMIT NO. 627

Upcoming Events 
Mark your calendar and plan to participate in the following events

that will take place soon …

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TRAINING – JUNE 21 
Trinity Lutheran Church

250 Indiana Avenue, Crown Point
Time:  1:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Presenter:  Dr. Carla Gaff Clark

NWI HOUSE RAFFLE – JULY 22
Marian Education Center – St. Anthony Hospital

Crown Point
Time:  10:00 a.m.

LAKE COUNTY FAIR – AUGUST 5 – 14
Stop by Booth #76 – Industrial Building
Lake County Fairgrounds, Crown Point

Time:  10:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY – OCTOBER 29
Annual Picture Taking Event – Bring The Kids

Westfield Shoppingtown Southlake
Hobart, Indiana

Time:  10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

We appreciate your support!

Did You Know?
You know that domestic
violence is still a BIG problem
throughout the nation, but did
you know that in Indiana
alone, 60 people died last year
due to domestic violence?  Of
those 60 individuals who lost
their lives, the youngest was
only two years old and 25%
of the fatal victims were
reported in Lake County. 

NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHED
St. Jude House is happy to announce the

launch of its new website. Our site, which is
full of information on domestic violence, sexual
assault, volunteer opportunities, coming events,
program descriptions, and many other features,
is user-friendly and easy to navigate.

We hope you will visit our site often and
contact us with any suggestions for updating or
upgrading our current material on the site.
Our new address is www.stjudehouse.org and
we look forward to hearing from you.


